NOTES ON CAASP MEETING, Thursday, September 22, 2016
Southington, Alta
Present: Rob Melillo, (presiding), Mark Hill, Corinne Byrne, Jenifer Blemings, Carol Wilkas, Wayne Theriault, Monica Brase, Steve Craig, Margaret Mayr, Julie Leroux and Bill Scalise
1.  Treasurer’s Report:  Wayne reported $2311 in the checking account with one outstanding check.  Two programs have paid membership so far, Farmington and Windsor.
2. Secretary’s Report:  Notes from last meeting reviewed. Bill received the following correspondence: Tony Mullen from Greenwich has reached out for information on starting a new alternative program to handle a variety of student needs. Branford Horizons program is looking for information on job shadowing programs and work experience components. 
3. STARS:  Corinne asked for themes for this year's STARS meetings. The best times for meetings seems to be Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Corinne and Mark will work on November 17 as a possible date for the first meeting at Camp Sloper in Southington. As always transportation is an issue. Programs are looking to share buses where possible.
4. Professional Development Day:  We will again present an in-service day on November 8 (Election Day). Danbury will again host the day. Corinne suggested that we make arrangements for a larger meeting area, as it was a little tight last year in Rob’s room for all of the presentations. Rob will contact WESCONN for the use of some rooms. Bill suggested we contact Mark Linabury for a report on the legislative action on the guidelines for alternative programs we worked on over the last 2 years.
5. Upcoming Meetings: Next meeting will be Thursday, October 27 at REACH in West Hartford followed by November 10 in Farmington and December 15 in Windsor. Corinne suggested that more people could participate in meetings if we could connect through the internet. She showed how a program called “zoom” could connect anyone that received an email with the link. If you are interested in participating in this way please contact Corinne.
6. FAFSA:  FAFSA applications open on October 1 this year. This is earlier that in past years. If your students are interested in federal aid get them going now.
7. Program notes and updates:  Cell phones are still a problem in classrooms but Southington is collection them at the beginning of each day and students get them back at noon. West Hartford collects them at the beginning of each period. Danbury does collect them as they are not allowed in the school. Attendance seems to be an issue in most programs.
8. Farmington Alternative Program:  Margaret Mayr is the new director and the program is starting to grow. Currently they have 4 students who start at 9:15 and go to 2:00. Students have jobs in the afternoon.
9. Windsor:  The old STAIR program is being reworked. Monica Brase and Julie Leroux represented the new and improved program, which includes 2 groups in classes and structured studies. Between 100 and 200 students participate in at least one class each day. Classes are capped at 12 students but some classes do exceed this.
10. Killingly ALPS:  Killingly has 18 students this year including 3 “super seniors” who fell short of graduation last year. The have 2 teachers and a guidance counselor 3 full days. The program is more classroom-based instruction this year and not as dependent on on-line courses as last year.
11. New Haven New Horizons:  New haven has 3 alternative education programs two of which will probably merge at the end of this year. New Horizons will not be one of the two. They start the year with about 100 students 30 to 40 of which are returning from last year. Daily attendance is about 50 to 60.  New Horizons is a school of mindfulness and restorative practices.
12. West Hartford REACH:  REACH has 2 new administrators (Matt Pace retired).  There is a programing administrator and a Dean of Students. They begin with 41 students and more tracking through Google docs, which enable daily interventions. REACH is in a separate building behind Conard.
13. Danbury ACE:  ACE has a .2 Art Teacher this year which enables them to have an art class every day. They begin the year with 85 students. Danbury ACE has been designated a Turn around school this year because of the state guidelines on schools. If they were a “program” and not a school this would not be an issue but then they would loose Title 1 money. They will be developing a plan for turn around. Their day goes from 7:30 to 1:45.
